WESTERN NEW YORK

HERITAGE

Volume 11 Number 4 Western New York's lllustrated History Magazine

Cary Street
Houses
1941 - Buffalo

Eugene Dyczkowski

IN THIS ISSUE

$7.00

Doing Freddies Doughnuts
Taking Aim at Auto History
Riverlea in Context
Buffalo Bill's Return
The Other Fillmore

Winter 2009




Drm g Buffalo’s Heritage
to the Future:

¢ talk often of the “string

af pearls” in Western New

York — that line of signifi-
cant places and things that makes up our
cultural uniqueness in the world. We
talk about our historical sites, our pieces
of heritage that make up Western New
York as a whole, Part of that talk is the
list of zhings in play, the places going for-
ward or in transition to further add to the
gems in our collection. And one of those
jewels is racing to the future.

The Buffalo Transportation Pierce-
Arrow Museum, located at 263 Michigan
Avenue at 201 Seneca St., Buffalo, New
York, is nestled just off the Elin Street
Exit of Route 1-190 in Downtown
Buffalo. It is an outstanding and unique
transportation museum, which houses a
one-of-a-kind collection of great Pierce-
Arrow vehicles and a host of additional
transportation memorabilia.
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The James Sandoro -

Pierce-Arrow Love Affair

The image of a Pierce-Arrow was first
etched into Jim’s memory when he was
around three years old. Jim lived on Lis-
bon Avenue between Eggert and Bailey.
The grandfather of the next door neigh-
bor was a chauffeur for a wealthy family.
‘The family, in time, gave the grandfather
their Pierce-Arrow, since after WW 11,
tires were difficult or nearly impossible

The Transportation
Pierce-Arrow
Museum

By Donald B. Hutton

to get. And there, the boy next door
noticed the vehicle up on blocks in their
garage.
about that car,” Jim relayed wistfully, and

“There was always this magic

added, “We were always told not to play on
the Pierce-Arrow,” which of course only
added to his fascination. “Why was this
that I couldn’t play on
it” He added, “T can still remember being

car so important. . ,

impressed with the immensity of the car

and the smell of stale gas from storage.”

James Sandoro at the age of wonder




And as he grew, Jim learned more
about Pierce-Arrows as well as unique
Buffalo-made cars. He started his col-
lection in 1962 with a 1930 Model “A”
purchased for $100.00. From there the
real quest began. Jim has continued to
restore hundreds of automobiles for
clients from the 1.S., Canada and as far
away as Peru.

The car manufacturing history of Buf-
falo is as diverse as it is outstanding. Over
100 motor and vehicle companies started
and ended in Western New York, includ-
ing the Buffalo Electric Carriage Com-
pany, Lippard Stewart, Lads Car,
Thomas Flyer Motor Car Company,
Playboy Motor Car Corporation and
others that are represented by vehicles or
memorabilia in the museum.

But the museum’s primary marque is
the Pierce-Arrow Motor Car and the lore
surrounding it. Pierce-Arrow has a
mythical status in the automobile world.
It was a work of art and beauty hinged
with durable performance and tough
touring capability. Stylish from the hood
ornament to compartment amenities, the
power of the engine and the frame design
had buyers of all walks of life seeking to
own one. George N. Pierce started in
business with the production of bird
cages, ice chests and houschold goods.
The company manufactured a fine line of
bicycles during the cycle craze of the
1890s. In 1901 it began the manufacture
of automobiles. Pierces early factory was
located on Hanover and Prime, now the
site of the recently redeveloped Erie
Canal Harbor. In 1907, Pierce- Arrow built
new quarters on Elmwood at Great Arrow
(formerly the site of the Pan-American
Exposition), recognized as one of the finest
and largest auto factories of the time.

Pierce-Arrow gained worldwide
acclaim. U.S. Presidents Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson and William
Howard Taft owned one. Hollywood
stars such as Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle
and foreign leaders like Emperor
Hirohito of Japan and the shah of Persia,
and notables such as Babe Ruth shared
the Pierce-Arrow experience. Fans of
Clive Cussler novels, myself included,
will note that not only does the ever

1903 Pierce Motorette Stanhope
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adventuresome character ‘Dirk Pit" own  order directed the company to liquidate."
a Pierce-Arrow in his fictional life — but The Chicago Daily Tribune 1938
so does the author in real life. Darwin D. ‘Which of course means only one thing.

Martin owned several Pierce-Arrows. Pierce-Arrow vehicles today are rare and

Of the entire line of cars produced, hard to locate. Unless of course, you are
the 1933 Silver Arrow was heraldedasan  Jim Sandoro, who takes an Indiana Jones
art deco classic in streamlined beauty and approach to locating and obtaining
status of wealth. To show the lengths Pierce-Arrow cars, parts, memorabilia
that folks would go to for the stylish and other uniquely historic Western New
beauty of a Pierce-Arrow — a story 1s told York vehicles, wherever and in whatever

that the great scientist and inventor condition world-
Nikola Tesla had modified a Pierce

Arrow, removing its original engine and
making it “clectric” in operation. In 1931

he drove to Buffalo to unveil his

wide. Trust me

—ds someone

§ luxury electric car. »

“ -
7 T But the years following the
F(J e LR(&?EJ‘OW?- (?/(:; - depression set the framework for the
p )Y & At ; ; :
; —— decline and end of the Pierce-Arrow

Company and m 1938 the company Pi A Hood
ierce-Arrow Hoo

closed. Ornament

“Pierce-Arrow, a motor car
which for more than thirty vears
was ranked in the top flight of
American automobiles, dropped

e

e i
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HISTORICAL MUSEUM

Exhibits pertaining to the oldest
existing town in Erie County — est. 1808
Includes:

The Goodrich-Landow Log Cabin,

The Workshop of Wilson Greatbatch, &
Houschold, Military, Community Exhibits.

Clarence Genealogy by appt., 759-1623

OPEN: Every Wed. 10 am-2 pm; and
through Oct. 31, Sundays -4 pm.
Other times & tours by appointment.

(716) 759-8575

www.clarencehistory.org
10465 Main St. in Clarence Hollow

The vast 18907 Pierce-Arrow factory complex at 1695 Eimwood Avenue and Great Arrow Road
was designed by Lockwood, Green & Co. in association with Albert Kahn. The administration
building fronting on Elmwood Avenue was designed by local architect George Cary.
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who traveled with Jim on one of his
acquisition missions and has seen first-
hand the painstaking lengths he takes to
locate and recover items, he works long
and hard, and at the same time doubles as
a goodwill ambassador for Western New
York. Many of the folks who have donated
or sold remnants of a Pierce- Arrow are
astonished to see the loving care with
which Jim and Mary Ann Sandoro pre-
serve artifacts for future posterity.

In 2001, the Museum celebrated the
100th anniversary of the first Pierce auto-
mobile with a gathering of more than
175 Pierce-Arrows from around the U.S.
The entourage toured Western New

York with visits to Wilson, Niagara Falls
and East Aurora. In Buffalo they stopped
transit line traffic with a parade down
Main Street during a noon hour. More
than 40,000 people remember the spec-
tacular display of the cars assembled
around the McKinley Monument in
Niagara Square.

And the Buffalo Transportation
Pierce-Arrow Museum is as wondrous as
the Pierce-Arrow itself. For the most
part, Museum collections normally sit
static, but through unique vision and life-
long labor of love, James Sandoro has
provided — with a Ray Bradburyish magic
to it — exhibits of vehicles from 1900s to

The futuristic design of the Pierce Silver Arrow, V-12, caused a sensation at the 1933 NYC

auto show.

Forcelain from a Pierce-Arrow Shawroom building

1960s complimented by vintage cloth-
ing and artifacts such as original
artwork, factory memorabilia
and photos. The displays
interconnect to help visitors
see and understand collec-
tion pieces in historical
context,
Jim's preservation belief
and dedication is best
understood by looking
at his upbringing and

background. His father, who
passed away in February 2007,
was a familiar presence at the
Museum. He was a retired attor-
ney and real estate investor who
instilled hardworking values and beliefs in
his son. Jim is considered a leading world
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expert in the art of vehicle appraisals and
acts as an expert witness in cases involv-
ing value of vintage autos.

If ever there was a “werking together for
the commen good” match it is Jim and Mary

Ann. Their partnership of 38 years is the

real magic behind the Museum’s success.

Model of 1210 Pierce-Arrow

Mary Ann, former curator at The Buffalo
& Erie County Historical Society, is
always working side by side with Jim to
ensure the Museum’s success. And secing
them at the Museum is part of the magic
of a tour — because for Jim Sandoro every
piece within the Museum has a story -
something to give a visitor. He wants us
to have a glimpse into American history
and sec its connection to Western New
York and the ways the love affair with the

automobile is entwined with the greatness

of this country. As Jim has said, “We're

Frank Lloyd Wright Filling Station

making history while celebrating our
heritage”

And while it is hard, very hard for this
writer to ever imagine the Museum with-
out either Mary Ann or Jim — as they arc
the cornerstones of the foundation of the
Museum — they have taken great steps to
ensure that the Museum will survive in
years to come. With the help of a close
friend and attorney, Robert Knoer, the
Museum was organized in 1997 as a 501
(c) (3), NYS nonprofit educational insti-
tution. The entire Sandoro collection will
be left to the Muscum.

100% Guaranty

The law firm Hodgson Russ LLP purchased and is renovating the Guaranty :
a Buffalo National Historic Landmark designed by the renowned architect Louis Sullivan.

The renovations will maintain the architectural INTEEILY of this historic tr
hasn't always been treated with care, while restoring its full beauty and functionality.

100% commitment to our clients—and our communities.

That's our

-
HodgsonRuss..

I

The Guaranly Building, 140 Pearl Street, Suite Buffalo, I
+ Buffalo + Albany + Johnstown




be left to the Museum.

A Groundwork for

Future Development

& Discovery

The Buffalo Transportation Pierce-
Arrow Muscum is in a state of evolution.
The Museum started with a focus on
Buffalo-made automobiles, especially
Pierce-Arrow and Thomas Flyer. It is
now branching out to include an archi-
tectural wonder, a Frank Lloyd Wright
Filling Station. The Museum is also
focused on displaying more of its collec-
tions now in storage, including its bicy
cle collection and Buffalo memorabilia
such as Pan American and other Buffalo
history items.

The Frank Lloyd Wright
Filling Station

In what can only be termed as a major
coup for the area already rich with Frank
Lloyd Wright designs, Sandoro was able
to secure the rights to build the station
through discussions with Taliesin archi-

tects, who maintain and preserve the
rights to the intellectual property of the
Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation. The
Frank Lloyd Wright Filling Station was
originally intended to be built in Buffalo
on Michigan Avenue in 1927 not far
from the existing Museum, and as things
2o, 1t just didn’t happen until Sandoro
knocked the dust off the plans.

Some of the unique Wright two-level,
1,000-square-foot gas station features
will be spectacular copper totems, inte
rior multi-level waiting room with
built-in fireplaces, cantilevered copper
roof and gas bells which gravity feed fuel.
The design will display Wright’s genius
and grand appreciation for what we
think of as commonplace. Sandoro has
brought in Patrick . Mahoney, a Buffalo
architect and Wright expert to lead the
project. Mahoney, with the firm of
L. a u [ r =
Manguso & Associates in Amherst, NY,
explains the vision:

“The  Buffalo

Museum gives Western New York a rare

Transportation

The Buffalo Transportation/Pierce-Arrow Museum expansion concept

Ty, it

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT'S
MARTIN HOUSE COMPLEX

B BUFFALO, MEW

a major work of art under restoration,

Given a 5-Star Rating for tourist destinations
by Frank Loyd Wiight Field Guide

INFORMATION and TOURS
(reservations strongly recommended)

7‘16.856_.3853 & www.darwinmartinhouse.org
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With 85 attorneys and four locations
| across Western New York, we are proud of
the roles we have played as ally, advocate
and advisor during the past ninety years.

To our clients who trusted us with their
work and dreams and to our friends and
colleagues who supported us...
Thank You.
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shades-unltd.com
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insight into the shaping factors of the
modern world. The inclusion of Frank
Lloyd Wright's Circa 1927 Buffalo Fill-
ing Station as an exhibit within the
atrium of the proposed
Muscum expansion gives a guest a cap-
tivating snapshot into the development
of automobiles in today’s society.” He

added “Frank Lloyd Wright was able to
predict the course of the automobile’s

development and did so in a series of

entertaining exchanges with prominent
Buffalo citizens such as
Darwin D. Martin and William Heath.
These exchanges, shared with Museum
visitors bring the questions studied to life
with amazing clarity. Western New York
is especially fortunate to have dedicated
enthusiasts and experts in Jim and Mary
Ann Sandoro.”

The Frank Lloyd Wright Filling Station
will be built within the expansion of the
Buffalo Transportation DPierce-Arrow
Muscum. Funds for the future development

were realized with the assistance of New
York State Senators Mary Lou Rath
and Dale Volker, Paul Tokasz, Robin
Schimminger and the entire Western
New York delegation.

3 > A w7 +
The Great Race of 1908 from New York
to Paris (see WINY Heritage, Winter 2008)
was won by a Buffalo-made Thomas Flyer
driven by Buffalonian George Schuster.
To celebrate the connections, the
Museum held several events to highlight
the historic race. In May this year, the
original Tralian Zust automabile that fin-
ished the 1908 race was unveiled at the
Museum. This was the first time the car
was seen in public in almost 100 years!
Excerpts from Antonio Searfoglio’s book
were read by a local actor as part of the
Museum’s unveiling event.

Celebration of the 1908 NY to Paris Race at the Museum. Jim Sandoro at the wheel with Jefl
Mahl, great-grandson of George Schuster, driver of the round the world Thomas Flyer
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Convenience and Presence, Your clients, employees
and customers will enjoy the accessability and

ease of doing business with you, We provide
visitor parking, we are on-site and ready to serve,
Whether you need a guick tour to see potential
expansion space or Fadilities to change a faded
light bulb, we are present to keep your business
operating efficiently so you can focus on your
clients and custarmers,

When it comes to office space, nobody has more to
offer than CityView Properties. From space as large
as 600,000 square feet to 1,000 square feet we have
it all. Central Business District to The Larkin District
we can design and build to suit your best space.

856-8400 EXT 109
GreatSpaceDowntowrn.com
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driver of the winning Thomas Flyer. Jeff PROPERTIES

relived moments of the great race in the

character of his great-grandfather remi- Consiraction Partneling

niscing adventures of the race as if you AR st
3 J = Financial - Retail - Educational -

were along. Jim and Mary Ann’s 1909 Industrial
- » Petrol-Chemical » Pharmaceutical =

Thomas Flyer, a permanent part of the 2009 is the centennial re-creation of the « Automotive » Assembly -
» Distribution » Food Service =

One of the events on the horizon for June

collection, was on display. famous Alice Ramsey transcontinental

The Thomas Flyer factory on Niagara Street still stands as part of the Rich Products Corp. The
building occupies the site of Lewis F. Allen's house.
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Postcard 1900

A presence on the Buffalo Waterfront since 1860

Visit our website at buffaloyachtclub.org

trip. In 1909, twenty-two-year-old Alice
Ramsey with three female companions
drove a Maxwell from New York City to
California becoming the first woman to
drive across America.

The re-enactment will be undertaken
by Emily Anderson from Seattle and,
keeping with the history, three female
companions in a 1909 Maxwell DA, Jim
and Mary Ann Sandoro are the official
coordinators for the portion of the trip
from New York City to Erie, PA. A
weekend stop at the Museum is part of

the journey.
)
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Museum Int tion
The Buffalo Transportation Pierce-Arrow
Museum is located at 263 Michigan
Avenue at 201 Seneca St., Buffalo, New
York and is open 12 p.m.-4 p.m. most
Saturdays and additional summer week-
days. Thousands have visited since its
opening,

Over 350 events and parties have been
held at the Museum. Revenue from
parties and events helps sustain the
Museum and further its mission.

The Museum’s Web site, www.pierce-
arrow.com, while an interesting Internet
information source, does not replace the
magic of a real world physical tour of the
Museum — so stop in! fl

Donald B. Hutton is the local author
of numerous books from the Barron’s
Publishing Company including the Barron’s
“Guide to Homeland Security Careers.”
He is also the author of a maritime
suspense thriller “A Deep Blue Sounding.”
Hutton is a member of the
Board of Trustees of Daemen College.

TO BECOME
A HERITAGE

ADVERTISER,
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Alice Ramsey and crew, 1909

Another extant automobile manufacturing plant in Buffalo is the 1915 Ford factory at 2495 Main St., designed by Albert Kahn. It became Trico
Plant #2 and later the Tri-Main Building. Note the Ford logo on the water tower. COURTESY ROBERT B. KAISER
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